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OUR LIBRARY TABLE.

_Transactions of the Bristol Medico-Chirurgical Society
Vol. 1. Comprising Abstracts from the Proceedings for tho
four years 1874-1878. London : J. and A. Churchill.&mdash;W
are glad to welcome this volume of Transactions, and fin<
in it conclusive proof of the prosperity of this Society. W4
have no doubt of the wisdom of the Council of the Society
in deciding to publish the memoirs and reports presented a
their meetings, and we trust that it will serve to stimulat(
the activity of all the members, and greatly increase th<
usefulness of the Society. Among the " Reports 

" 
are man3

very interesting cases. Mr. Dowson has a successful cast
of Removal of one half of an Hypertrophied Thyroid Gland
Mr. Lansdown records a case of Varicose Aneurism of the
Orbit cured by ligature of the artery above and below it,
Dr. Markham Skerritt has several very well-recorded cases,
those of chief interest being an "Abdominal Aneurism
becoming diffused after distal compression," and a case oj

Pyo-pneumothorax, in which subcutaneous emphysema fol-
lowed pneumatic aspiration. There are two notable faults
in the Transactions which should be remedied in the next

issue ; one is the want of arrangement, similar cases being
found scattered irregularly through the volume, and the
other is the want of uniformity in style of the " Reports,"
some of them being in the first person, others in the third.

Coal-mine Gases and Ventilation. By J. W. THOMAS
F.C.S. London: Longmansand Co. 1878.&mdash;Thisworkhai
only as it were a collateral interest for medical readers, ir
that it treats of a very serious and fatal variety of accidents;
that are continually occurring in this country, and appea]
to set at defiance all means hitherto adopted for their pre-
vention. " On the Gases enclosed in Various Coals," "was
the heading of a treatise written by the author some time
ago, and the work before us includes the treatise in a some-
what voluminous appendix, which, however, adds to, rather
than detracts from, the aggregate value of the work. The

formation, microscopical appearance, and varieties of coal
are treated of, as also gases in coal, and the deterioration of
coal by atmospheric influence. The most interesting
chapters for our readers are of course those that relate to
the spontaneous combustion of coal on board ship, and the
ventilation of coal mines. As regards the former, Mr.
Thomas proposes to apply a plan of ventilation to the holds
of colliers that, as he declares, has been very successful with
hayricks. But we may remind the author parenthetically
that coal and coal dust are substances far more dense than

hay (even when heated and much caked), and we may suggest
that the tube perforations would often " block," and so be
rendered useless. The question of mine ventilation is a very
large subject, but we can refer our readers to this book with
the assurance that they will find therein a great deal of
useful knowledge, and very good material.

The Quarterly Journal of Microscopical Science. Edited

by Professor RAY LANKESTER, Mr. ARCHER, Mr. BALFOUR,
and Dr. KLEIN. October, 1878.-This number contains only
three papers, but they are all of great value. The first is by
P. Herbert Carpenter, on the Oral and Apical Systems of
the Echinoderms; the second is by Mr. F. M. Balfour, on
the Structure and Development of the Vertebrate Ovary;
and the last is by Mr. Sydney Vines, on the Reproduction
of Lichens and the Sexuality of the Ascomycelis.
The Preservation of Health in Tropical Climates. By

GEO. W. THOMSON. Edinburgh : Maclachlan and Stewart.
London : Simpkin and Marshall. 1878.-This small pam-
phlet is in many ways recommendable to anyone who starts for
India at an early stage of working life with little or no prac-
tical experience of climates and their variations. There is

nothing new in the book, but it is compiled in a common-
sense and very readable style, and as such is likely to be
useful to the classes above-mentioned.

New Intentions.
FARWIG’S SLOW-COMBUSTION CALORIGEN.

MESSRS. FARWIG, whose gas calorigen is already favour-
ably known as one of the best gas-stoves extant, have lately
patented a slow-combustion calorigen for burning coke, which
promises to be at once an economical and eflicient means of
heating and ventilating. The stove very much resembles.
the gas calorigen in external appearance. It is lighted in
the usual way with paper, wood, and small coke (broken into-
pieces not larger than a walnut), and when this is thoroughly
ignited the stove is filled up with small coke, and may be
xelied upon to keep alight for twelve hours, the cost of fuel
for that time being reckoned at one penny. This apparatus
is fitted with a fresh-air inlet, which communicates both with
the external air and with the apartment in which the stove
stands. Iu this way a constant stream of heated fresh air is
brought into the apartment. We have seen one of these
stoves in action, and can speak confidently of its efficiency.
The temperature of the air entering by the fresh-air tube was,
about 200&deg; F., but the upper part of the flue was scarcely
warm to the touch, so that it was evident very little of the
heat generated in the apparatus escaped by the chimney.
The slow-combustion calorigen is so constructed that during
the process of stoking no fumes are allowed to escape into
the apartment.
By the invention of the gas and coal calorigen and the

slow-combustion calorigen Messrs. Farwig have contributed
materially to the solution of very important hygienic pro-
blems. We understand that a sample of the gas calorigen
has been deposited by the inventors in the Parkes Museum
of Hygiene. -

PATENT BULWARK LIFE-BUOY.
Tms life-buoy is invented by Mr. Birt, of Dock-street,

and consists essentially of cork cylinders joined together by
wood and metal braces. A series of these buoys can be
placed along the bulwarks or topsides outside a vessel of
any class, from an ironclad to a small river steamer, and will
form a pair of mouldings on each side, without any unsightly
appearance. The National Lifeboat Institution says in its

report that 20 lb. buoyancy is enough to support a man
with all his ordinary clothes on, and to keep his head and
shoulders above water; so that our readers can readily cal-
culate how many of the unfortunate persons drowned at the ’
Princess Alice catastrophe might have been saved if several
of these buoys (each of which has a buoyancy of 2401b.) had
been on board and ready for use. It is suggested that
passenger river steamers should carry buoys having cylinders
of 61 in. diameter; with such an arrangement a ship with,
say, about 300 feet of side would possess enough buoyaccom-
modation to support 600 persons. The same principle is also
applicable to the ordinary camp-stools so frequently used on
steamboats, yachts, &c. Each of these will support two
persons if properly used. The italics here and above are of
course our own, for we desire to call attention to the well-
known fact that, even when such things are provided, they
are often found to be out of order when wanted, or the entire
absence of self-possession on the part of the passengers
renders such persons incapable of utilising any arrangement
advantageously. -

ABDOMINAL BELT.
Tms belt is contrived by Mr. Huxley, of Old Cavendish-

street, for the treatment of cases of sacro-iliac tender-
ness and disease. The principle is simply to hold the bones
forming the pelvis firmly together so as to allow of no motion
between the sacrum and innominate bones, in order that
the sacro-iliac joints may be kept perfectly at rest and pos-
sibly anchylose. The results of treatment by this plan have
proved satisfactory in the hands of those surgeons who have
employed the belt; and, considering the intractable nature
of these cases, any aid to treatment will be welcomed by
the profession.


